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The Structure of the Text of the Book of Hosea. By William Rainey 
Harper. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 1905. Pp. 51. Price, 
$1.00. 

We have scarcely finished reviewing Dr. Harper's Religion and the Higher 
Life, when a new pubhcation of his comes to our desk. In the meantime the 
strenuous President of the University of Chicago has been affected by a 
serious disease which has brought him to the verge of the grave, and we 
could not but feel the deepest regret and sorrow, if his useful career should 
come to a premature end. He is at present taking a much needed rest, while 
his friends hope for the best. 

The publication before us is the revised Hebrew text and a new trans- 
lation of the book of Hosea. It is in a handy form for any one who wants 
to see at a glance the meaning of a verse side by side with the original, and 
especially whether it is part of the prophet's own writing, or a later addition 
or a gloss. For further explanations as to the reasons of these discriminations 
the learned author refers us to his essay on "Amos and Hosea," published 
in the International Critical Commentary, 1905. The translation follows 
closely the Hebrew edition, and so Dr. Harper says that it is "sometimes 
more Hebraic than English." For the purpose which this version serves, it 
is certainly most appropriate and will unquestionably be appreciated by He- 
brew scholars. p. c. 

Descartes, directeur spirituel. Correspondence avec la Princesse Palatine 
et la Reine Christine de Suede. Portraits, dessins et autographes. By 
Victor de Szuarte. Preface de M. Emile Boutroux de I'lnstitut. Paris : 
Felix Alcan, editeur. 1904. 
Two royal ladies of good education played an important part in the life 
of Descartes. In the year 1862 Count Foucher de Careil published an edition 
de luxe, under the title Descartes et la Princesse Palatine, oil de VinAuence 
du cartisianisme sur les femmes au dix-septieme siecle. The correspondence 
of Elisabeth was discovered in 1879 at Arnheim and appeared under the 
title Descartes, la Princesse Palatine et la Reine Christine. The present 
author has utilised these works and has rummaged the libraries and archives 
of France and Germany to fill out all their gaps, and with the assistance of 
Messrs. Boutroux and Darboux, he publishes the present collection of the 
literary correspondence of these two princesses with the great philosopher. 
The book affords a real insight into the influence of two noble women upon 
a great man and is as such a contribution not only to the history of philoso- 
phy but as it were of the civilisatory influences which are at work in shaping 
our great men. Descartes's correspondence acquires an additional interest 
through the dreadful fate of Elizabeth, the wife of the Prince-Elector of 
Palatine, who was elected king of Bohemia and lost crown and throne in 
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the battle of the White Mountain near Prague. It was the first stroke of the 
Catholic powers in Germany to reassert themselves and set a limit to the 
expanse of the Reformation which ushered in the Thirty Years War so disas- 
trous to Germany. The fate of Christine was happier. She was certainly 
the equal of Elizabeth in intellectual accomplishments. The book is well 
written, contains good portraits of Descartes, Elizabeth, and Christine, and 
also a facsimile autograph of Elizabeth, and a reproduction of an old en- 
graving of the city of Herford. 

Notes sur l'histoire generale des sciences. By Louis Favre, Directeur de 
la "Bibliotheque des Methodes dans les Sciences experimentales." 
Paris: Librairie C. Reinwald. Schleicher Freres & Cie., Editeurs. 
1904. 
This little book which bears the modest title Notes on the General His- 
tory of the Sciences is a useful manual which will familiarise students with 
the aim, the general plan, and methods of the sciences. The several chapters 
of it treat the following subjects: What is and what is not, doubt and belief, 
construction of materials and facts, analysis and synthesis, encyclopaedic 
knowledge, the unity of nature and the unity of science, imagination and 
science, anthropocentrism and anthropomorphism, method, revolutions of 
method, the true and the useful, medicine and agriculture, impossibilities, 
paradoxes, progress, the domain of science, contradictions and reconcilia- 
tions, conditions of scientific progress, useful errors, classical errors, exag- 
gerations, nothing new under the sun, science is social work. In conclusion, 
our author discusses how to build up and how to teach, and what ought to 
be accomplished. 

Hauptprobleme der Ethik. Sieben Vortrage von Prof. Paul Hensel. Leip- 
sic: B. G. Teubner. 1903. 
Dr. Paul Hensel, a professor of ethics at Erlangen, had been invited to 
lecture on the main problems of ethics at Mannheim, and having offered in 
concise outline to his public the main problems of ethics, he here publishes 
them, making them accessible to a larger public. He sketches and criticises : 
(i) utilitarianism; (2) evolutionism; and (3) the ethics of conviction, which 
represents his own views. He declares that in order to perform a truly 
moral act one must presuppose an unfailing norm of judgment which can be 
found only in a dutiful conviction. This, then, is the basis, and the only basis, 
of true morality, and here our author finds himself in close touch with Kant, 
but endeavors to go beyond Kant in giving the abstract notion of Kant's 
categorical imperative a definite content, and thus the purely formal ought 
becomes an ought of a definite conscience, based upon a narrower or larger 
experience, or a more or less correct judgment. He who looks upon man 



